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Ps a 1M Ixxxix. 7. 


God is greatly to be feared i in the Aſſemblies of bis 
Saints, and to be had in reverence of all that x are 
round about bim. | 


which we are here told, muſt be with Fear 

Revereace. The occafion of themr'was from the 
PSIIER ſerious Contemplation of rhe” Works of 
God ; together with thoſe rus Attributes and Perfe- 
. at ſhine fo brightly in them : | The Meditation 
whereot fll'd his Heart with | Jay, and his Mouth with'the 
Praiſes of his Maker, The Pſalm with a" Song in 


| HESE Words are a brief Diretion how ' to be 
have our ſelves ia the Houſe and Preſence of - 


Praiſe of his Goodneſs ; My Song m_ by always of the loutag yer x. 


Kindneſs of the Lord; with my Moath will \] how orth hu 
Truth , from one Generation ts. anerher. And ſome 
remarkable inſtances of it, he breaks ont in Admiration of 
his Greatneſs, ſayin yiog, 

Works, and the Earth ball ſound __ the Glory of bis Power. 
In a word, the infinite Wiſdom, Bounty, Truth, and Faith- 
tulacs. of God appear'd in _—_ lively Colours, ſtamp'd 


upon 


The Heavens ſball praiſe hus wondrous "er. 5. 


2 


Verſ. 6. 


"» > PSALM 3g. 7. 

the Works of his Hands, that made him inthe 
erſe before the Text to cry out, Who in the Heavens can 
be compar'd unto the Lord ? or what is he among the gods that 
can be liken'd unto him ? And then, to imprint the greater 
awe and dread of him upon our Minds, he adds theſe 
words, God #s ge atly to be feared in the Aſſemblies of huts 
Len and to be had is Reverence of ull that draw nigh 


SI Senſe of which Words, I ſhall briefly ſumm up and 


handle in this plain Prapgiong ; VIZ. 
That al} our Addreſſes to the Divine Majeſty muſt be 


In treating of this Propoſition, I ſhall not need to inſiſt 
it : For che bure Eight of Nuw- 
the Wolhipof God is to be per- 
Solemaity aad Reverence. 


: And fince we receive 
11 farther teach us, that the 


ov were more dim 


eng” BY Light of Natwre and R 
and deſerve in-this Point, than n is, Light of &rip- 
rare would abundantly = 4 ot for there we read many 


4 ere recep makes this to be 

y is to « 
pm 6 res fro Glory of our 
dk; God is greatly tobe feared, faith he, in the Aſſem- 
blies of his Saints, and tobe bad in reverence of all that 
draw wich to him. "And therefore be calls upon the greateſt 
—_— the Princes and Porentates of the Earth, to 


Pla, 2, ſerve the Lard with fear, and to rejoyee before bim with rrem- 


bling. 


will honour ; and they that 
efteems'd. 
In the iy Teng it - a 
acceptably, with reverence » Implying, 
our Service cannot be acceptable, unleſs it be areended 
as 


"7 ll thecos take his for 


ef, which is to ſhew the Natere of this Reveregee, 
and wherein it conſiſts. In order to which, Ifay in 
neral, That Reverence is ſuch a Religious ſenſe of 
Glory and Greatneſs of che rar 
us to behave our ſelves in his pretence. 
this is partly Internal, and partly External. 

Internal Reverence conſiſts in the aweful Appreheaſions 
of the Mind , concerning the Greatneſs of che Perſon, 
we addreſs to. 

External Reverence confiſts in the decent Demeanour 
of the Outward Man, by en 


—_— A to The former is 
ben af th ET: oy 
4 


of the Body ; 


AY 00 PSALM BS. 3, 
are to attend us into the Houſe of God, 
y minded in our ſerving of him, 

) 1day, There is an Inward Reverence of che Soul, 
is to accompany Divine Worſhip : And this conſiſts 


and to be 


weful A of rhe Mind , concerning him, 
W night. This hinted co us in the Firtt 
Text ; God is greatly to be feared in the 4 Ml tr 


s; That is, our Minds are to be podad _ 

and aweful Dread of the Divine y, 
to him : which the A my e file a Gedy 

: And this ariſeth from a ſenſe © 


fromGad,; and or duly and nec denn op 
him. For when we conſider, how v Sove- 
raign of the World, is above finful Duſt _ Aſhes; and 
are ſo affefted with the. of it, as never to r 
im but with the deepeſt Humility , ed, owli- 
nes of Mind ; when we entertain ſuch, and abje& 
thoughts of our ſelves, and our own is, as even: to 
bluſh, and be aſham'd to approach ſo a Preſence ; 
when, = we have. ſuch a true ſenile of this infinite 
Tn RIP 9 then are 
ſaid, to feer God in the Afﬀemblies of the Saints, 
_ ve a Religious awe and dread &/h we draw 


Now god holy Fear and Dread in us, We are 
frequently in our thoughts to deſcend to a particular Con- 
ſideration, of the-infigute Attributes and Perfetions of our 
Maker ; 2 eadchb will help to ſcrew up our Minds to a duc 
pitch of Reverence and Veneration tor him. 

Thus if we Conlider, 

1: The infinite Power of God, who made the World, and 
all things in it, by the Word of his Mouth; who, as he 
ſpake ther all into Being, fo can \be ſprak chem back 
again int Nothiog, when © pleaſes : And thea think with 

our ſelves, that *ris this great and glorious Being,that in our 
Publick Aſſemblies we are guakngon, end nating. vpen, 
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—_—= 
7 on C T's 
This will irike our Minds wich a boly Awe and Dread of 
him ; wan! cy, ng ro dally with ſuch an immenſe 
and powerful Being, Again, | 
2- 1f we Ponder upog the. jofinite Knowledge of. God, 
who ſrarches the beart, and uniderftandeth our thoughts long 
before hand ; that bis Eyes behold, and his Eye-lias try. 
Children of Men ; that all things art open and naked before 
him, and nothing can be hid from his Preſeace ;, And then. 
confider, That 'ys this All-knowing and Heart-ſearching 
ing, that in our Publick Aſſemblies we addreſs to,, This. 
will tarther impriat this Sacred Awe and Dread upon our 
Souls, and keep us from all Irrevereace ia {0 great a Pre- 
lence. Moreover, | 
3. If we take into our Conſideration the manifold Mer- 
cies and tranſcendent Goodneſs of God, who grueth «1 life, 
and breath, and all things ; upon whole Bounty, we entirely 
depend : If we call to-Mind, that he is daily wp 
Mercies and Bleſhags upon us ; that we live w y upon. 
him, and cannot fubſiſt one moment without hinx : 
then Conſider, That *cis this graciousand bountiful Being 
that in our Publick Aſlemblies we are directing our Wor» 
ſhip ro, This will. make us fear the Lord for his goodweſs, Hol. 3-5. 
and ſo fix our Minds in the Love and Contemplation of 
him, that we ſhall be both aſhamed and afraid to offend 
{o great and good a Benefactor. 
Laſtly, If we Conſider how infinitely Jea/aws and ren» 
der God Almighty is of his hozoar, and that he whom: we 
Addreſs to, will not be mock'd with Vain and Hypocri- 
tical Pretences of Serving of him : That he is to be lov'd 
with all our Heart, and all our Mind, and ai! our Strength ; 
and will not be Rival'd by the World, the Fleth, or the 
Devil, in the afts of Worſhip: And then call ro mind, 
that in our Publick Aſſemblies we are Serving this Jealous 
God, who watches all the Wandrings of our. Heart from 
bim, This will make us, in the P/a/mift”s Phraſe, to ſerve 
« tht Lord with fear ; and even tO: rejoice before him, with 
trembling. In 


ſence we are, when we enter his Houſe, and offer up our 
Preifes to him, "Twill make us bow our Souls 
h create thoſe devour and awful A 
of him, in which this Inwerd reverence and Godly 
feer doth mainly conſift. 
And this is one Reaſon, why the Publick Litzrgy of our 
was calt into ſo Prayers or ColefFs, each 
inning with ſome Atrribate or Perfeition of 
God, proper to uſher in the Petition that follows it, is 


fitted, both to keep up the Reverence and Arten- 
Mind in asking it ; and to quicken our Faith 
of obtaining it. 

much briefly of that Jawerd fear and reverence 
all our Addreſſes to the Divioe Majefty, 
held forth in _ words, God is greatly to be feared in t 


of bis Saints. 

Now theſe Internal awful A - henſions of the Mind 

G) By the Onztward Reverence of the Body ; which 
A 


: 


concerning God, are to be 
confifts in the well ing of our words and gefures in 
our ons &o him. And this is held fore ho as in 
words of the Text ; And to be had in Reverence of 
that are round about him, ; 
That Reverence relates to the Outward Man, and implies 
ere, mg and behaviour of the Body, is evident 
not onl the Nature of che thing, but the unt- 
verſal t and Prattice of ind ; who have al- 
ways ſhewed their ReſpeRt this way, to thoſe that are 
Mephiboſbeth the Son of Jonathan fell 6n his Face and 
2 Sam. 9.5. of Tonathan 6n his Face 
« King. 1. did Reverence to David, Bathſbebs bowed her Face to the 
31. Earth, and did Reverence to the King. All the King's 
Helt. 3. 2. Servants bowed and did Reverence to Hamer. By whichs 
it 


of Sermon on P4 41.1 $57.7. 


i appears, that bumble and decent Pottuces of the Body, 
have been ever reckoa'd to be Tokens of Reſpe&t and 


Reverence. 
GR Reverence is to be us'd likewiſe in 


7 


the Worfbip of God, is evident tov from many Precepes 
and Examples 10 Fay $ - br. Pad befceeches the Renta 
Romans, to preſe | , 4s 4 living, holy and accey» 


table Sacrifice wato God ; which 1s our rea/omable Service. 


ing our bodies a living 
S aerifice, in ition to the 4rad bodies that were offers 
to him vader the /aw: And becaulc brate beats and wration 


Ma The ſame Apoltle exhorts the Corinthians, to glo+ i Cor. 5. 
rifle God with their badies, as well as Souls ; which is 20-be 5, 2-- 


on > 
he Truth x an inward Reverence for God will al- 
ways draw after it the Reverence of the ourward Man ; 


And where the Mind Is pollels'd with awful A hen» 
fions of the divine Majeſty, it will difcover it ſclt inthe 
External Decency both of Words and Actions. And ac- 
cordingly we find, that good Men, in all Ages, have takeo 
Care, not only to keep up a Religious Awe and Dread of 
God in their Sowlr, but have been as careful, likewile,. to 
exprels ut by the Exzeraal As and Fottures of the Bad. 
NOW 


'$ A Sermon on P xa Une 'Bg. 7. 
_ "Now what outward Geftures are moſt ve of Ho- 
nour and Reverence, the Praftice of the Church, and the 


Eccl 5-1- when he di Men to look to their Feer, when = 
Joſh.5.14. eater into the Houſe of God. TJoſbaus fell on his Face tot 

| Earth, and worſbipped God. And Devid calls upon Men 

Plal 55- tO worſbip, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our Ma» 

ter: By which we may obſerve, That Diſcalceation, Kcel- 

ing, and Proftrating, were the uſual Expreffions of our- 

; Cor, 11, Ward Reverence under the Old Teftament. Inthe New, 

7 we find wwcovering the Head to be made a part of that 

bodily Revereace that is to be uſed in Religious Aſſemblies. 

Aad our Bleiled Sawiour's Example hath made kzceling the 

proper Poſture of Devotion ; For in all his Prayers to bis 

Lake 24 Faiher, we find him upon his Kees, the Evangelifts fre- 

wm" quently relating, That he &neeled down and praye 


ing, are the proper Poſtures and Expreſſions 

Hence we are wont to riſe up to our Superiours, and to 
be uncovered in their Preſence, as a Token of Reſpett to 
them. When we offer a Petition to a Prince, we do it 
upon our Knees. To fit ia the Preſence of a great Man, is 
reckon'd a great Rudeneſs ; and he that preſcars a Petition 
to2 King i that Poituce, iaſtcad of an Anſwer, will mccr 
with nothiag but Frowns and a Rebuke. 

Naw that which 1s irreverent and unmannerly, when 
done to Mcn, can never be any part of Reverence twards 
God: For God, as hequitly may, expects the belt things, 
chat we bave ; and will be ſerv'd in the humbleſt manner, 
ra we can: Ocherwile, we incurr that heavy Curie, 
| denounced 
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From whence I procoed ; 

Secondly, To conſider the Way zo Manner How this 
Reverence may be bat exprok'd and ſefured in cho Poblick 
Aſſemblies. 

To this end we muſt oote, That themand bidd@@Sage 
of celebrating the Publick Worſbip and Service of God ; and 
they are cither 

Firſt, By a Poblick Litargy, or well-compos'd Forms of 
Prayer, wherein both the Matter and Words are digefted 


and prepared to-our Hands ; or, 


Secondly, By Extemporary Effuſpont, where both theſe are 
left to the ſuddain C ns of ham that prayerh. 


The former is the Eſtabliſh'd way of the Church of Emg- 
ho _— treads in the, Steps of all Antiquiry ; 
there being no Chrifian Clared wanche doye of oy <v- 


CITES 
ck Workhip by a 
Por; The Ater is the wa 


J _— 
of thele two Ways beſt trads.te promoce and prefe 

boly Reverence of Body and Mrad before i'd ; char 
is, whether by ſez Forms, or ſuddew God'is moſt 


feared in the of the'S aids, aud hall in Reverence 
of thoſe that dr aw near to bim? 1 

But before 1 cnter-upon. chei-Dilcation ofthis Poine, I 
ſhall rejrning vw\it,, by 'Ivemiſſig thcks four or five 


p. is, Toafure you that I hare no Def of ond 


2. lag on! wary that (he wr 4th 
- Man werketh wes EIT 
eo inform 


nn nyo 
witack, That wy ſettle 
araght, ia a own Well 


as well as the Uni —— 
_ wy tr 
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Church are ſo devply concerned. Se. Paul bare Record 
concerning the 1/r aelites, that they had a Zy7«/, which ye, 

in ſome things, was or according to knowledge ; meaning, ;, 7. 
That they had ſome miffaten Notions concerning the Law, 

and the of it, wherein they om 

Information: And therefore — prayed that Rn 

mg ht be ſaved; but inflrutted them too inthe right way and 
method of Salvation. And there are ſome likewiſe in our 

Days, who may have a good Meaning towards God, and 

yer may miſtake their wey, and ftand 1n need of a guide to 

dire _ And if, by the Example of 

this F ſhall endeavour to reQifie the miſ- 

bd Zeal of ſuch mos be help forward their 

in Grace and Know 
Acceptance of my good 

yon Fog rpan receive, wr Bog 
le en one 
w o 'to lay gui 
hypecrifte, and exoying, and evil ſpeaking 
babes, defire the fbncere NN ney the you may grow 
—_— 


3, 


Sevioxr himfclf 9d a Form, 2nd commanded his Diſ- 
ciples and Followers to uſe; yea, when all the Prayers Luvs. 1, 
we had offered up by oor Sxviour, conſiſted of Forms : | For 


And us Fortns of Prayer | waged { owrs in particular 
by Diſſenters adjudged to be 
lawful ; for they can, and nd do ly join with us in 
the uſc of them, and maintain oc I Communion with 
us 40 them ; whreeh they” would nor do, if they thought 

them unlawful. 
C 2 S; 
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So that they are not now frighted from our Service, by 
the hard Names of Baal, and Dagon, and Babylon, and 
Maſs-Service, and the like ; which ſome deſigning Men, 
to create Schiſms and Diviſions among us, formerly pur 
upon it : But ever ſince they have been perſwaded to come 
near it, and to be better acquainted with it, all cheſe Bug- 
bears vaniſh ; and it appears to be not only a tolerable, but 
a pious and wholeſome Model of Devotion. 

3. As we are about the Lewfulneſs of Forms, (© 
neither doth our Church condema all uſe of more free and 
conceiy'd Prayers in their duc time and place. For in our 
private and ſecret Prayers, wherein we are to conteſs our 
own parti Sins, and to lay before God our own parti- 
cular Wants and Neceſſities, we are allow'd to enlarge our 
{clves, as we ſhall think meet. 

But becauſe the peblick Worſhip ought tobe ſo fram'd and 
worded, that all may know what they are to join i» and /ay 

hriſtian Churches have a 


ons, as 
Occaſions : Yea, even in 


ry Eurch hack 
ciſe of their own Abilities ; provided i 
dence and a due Submiſſion to Authority. Io ſhort, then, 
the Queſtion in Debate is, 

Whether the Reverence and Solemnity of Pablick Wor- 
ſbip be not better provided for and ſecured by wel- compoſed 
Forms, than by leaving Men to their own free and Extem- 


porary Effufions. 
7. IEP degrees, tothe better clear- 


ing of this Point, I ſhall premiſe 
: 4+ That 
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4 That a compor'd Addreſs is always eſteemed a Token 
of yu Reverence and Reſpeft, than ſudden and wnpre- 
meditated Speech : For the owe betokens a due Sence of the 

"Greatneſs of the- Perſon we addreſs to, before whom we 
dare not venture to utter any thing raſhly or haſtily ; the 
other betrays mean Thoughts of the Perſon with whom we 
thiak fit to make {o bold. And therefore we never addreſs to 
Priaces, but in a compoſed form of words; to ſhew the awe 
and ſenſe we have of their greatneſs: we bind up our 
Tongues to a form of Speech, leſt by letting them looſe, we 
ſhould unawares fall into thoſe Indecencies, that might ra- 
ther Aﬀront than Honour the Majeſty we addreſs to. And 
if this be a piece of Reſpett to be ſhewed ro Men like our 
ſelves, to take a due care of our Words and Behaviour in 
= to them, can any think fir to make ſo bold with « 
ir Maker, as to vent any thing of a ſudden before him ? 
Certainly, the Reverence we owe to the Supream Being, 
ought not to be leſs than that we are wont to pay to Infe- 
riour Creatures : And therefore what is irreverent when 
done to them, muſt be much more fo when done to him ; 
for 'ris not to be imagin'd, that the King of Kjngs ſhould 
bave a lefs regard to his Honour, than Eathily Princes : and 
tly, it muſt be abſurd and irrational to treat the 
Majeſty of Heaven, who is infinitely above the Kiogs and 
Potentates of the Earth, more rudely than we are wont to 
do the Works of his own Hands. 
_— But toadvance farther in this Point, I ſhall prems/c, 

5. That God Almighty is not robewr upon, either 
= multitude or varicty of Words : therefore nei- 

of theſe can be any token of Reverence and Reſpect ro 
him. And becauſe bere lies the mein Errour and Miſtake 
in this Matter, I ſhall exlarge. here a little the more, that 
we may the better diſcover and remove it. 

I ſay then, That the novelty and variety of Expreſſions 
in Prayer, hath »o manner of or Acceptance at all 
with God, For we fiad hum oftea condemning, but never 

coms- \ 
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commeanding the uſe of them : Theſe things may indeed 
do much with Mex, who muſt be inform'd of our Wants, 
before they can relieve them ; and being led moſtly by 
their Paſhons, are ofren moved by the Arts and Importu- 
nity of Speech ; but God Almighry, who knows our Ne- 
ceſſiries before we ask, and is above and withonr all man» 
ner of Paſſions, is not co be moved or prevail'd upon by 
thele Arts. So that to think that God is raken with many 
and new Words, is to thiak him ſuch a one as our ſelves ; 
yea, *risto rank him among the worſt and meaneſt fort : 
for Wiſe Men caſily ſee through theſe Arts ; and 'tis only 
the bliad and weaker part of Mankind, that are led or 
influenc'd by them. And therefore Solomon wills us to 
expreſs the ſenile of our great diſtance from him, by the 

Kel. «4. Paucity and Diſcretion of our words ; for God is in Heaven, 
ſaith he, and we are wpon Earth ; therefore our words wnto him 
ſhould be few. 

— Lndeed, toſpeak properly, Prayer is not the Work of the 
Tongee, or a Matter of Words, but the Work and Buſineſs 
of the Soul : and conſiſts not fo much ia litring up the 

Exod. 14. Voice, as in the Elevation of the Heart unto God. Moſes 

be is ſaid to cry wato the Lord, when he wtter'd not 4 word : 

1 Sam. 1. and Hanneh ſpake in her heart, and prayed, when her woice 

$3. was not heard, And we find St, James aſcribing the EX- 
cacy and Succeſs of our Prayers, not to the nimbleneſs and 

jam. 5.145, Volubility of the Tongwe, but to the inward workings and 
ew; warmthot the Heart; telling us that the inwrought fervent 

"8 Prayer of the Righteous, ( for fo the word imports) avai- 
leth much. 

The truth is, Oſtentation and Vanity is commonly fcen 
in many words ; and Pride lurketh uader a Protuſenels of 
Speech : Whereas Modeſty and Reverence, the much ber- 
ter qualifications of a Petitioner, are beſt ſeen in few and 
well-weigh'd _—_— - and theſecvermore tmd __ oo 

: Pct. 5.6, QCCE : tor God and Mas too the proud ; 
pour rrngrety wa grace ney humble. A bold 

arrogant 
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arrogant Petitioner, that comes rather to ſhew his Parts, 
than his Wants, and runs out his Perition into length and 
multiplicity of words, is commonly dilmifs'd with frowns 
and a repulfe ; and they that are thus fall of themſetves,are 
femt empty away : wherexs an humble Petitioner, that comes 
with a deep fenfe of his own defefts, and che greater ex- 
cellencies of him he applics ro, and manifeſts both theſe by 
the humility of his Words and Geſtures, generally finds an 
caſte acccfs, and a kind 2 . 

A plain inftance we have in the Phariſee and 
the Pabliceny. The poor Pablican, out of a deep ſenſe 
of his own unworthacfs, had ſcarce confidence e h 
to lift wp his eges anto Heaven ; but [mote upon his bref g 
and with a profound humility of Soul and Body utter'd 
only this ſbort form of Prayer, God be merciful to mie 4 
ſinner. Well, and what was the effeQt of theſe few and 
hearty words? why God A_— was well pleagd 
with the humble Sincerity of his Addreſs, and fect him 
home juſtified ro his own Houſe. The proud Pharifee, on 
the other hand, comes with his long Prayers, and ſpins 
out his Petition into a multirude and variety of Expreſſions, 
beſtowing many good words upon himſelf, as a Saint of the 

igheſt form ; God, I rhant thee, I am not as other men,&c. 
and many bed words on others, and el[pecially on the 
Publicen : But what was the iſſue of this bold and vaunt- 
ing Harangue? why, our Saviour condemn'd him for an 
arrant Hypocrite, and ſharply rebuk'd his vain babliog. 
The oze by being low in his own eyes, roſe the higher mn 
God's : the ether by exalting himſelf, fell into che greater 
Scorn and Contempt. By which it ty rs 
'cis nor the multirude or variety of words, that is _ 
unto God : for though much ſpeaki yy (as one hath 
obſerv'd) ftorm the Ear, yet is Ry and Humility 
that rakes the Hearr. ——— _— 


Laſtly, There is one thing more to be' premiisd, and that. 


is, that ſuddaia and uopremedirared Speech is liable ts 


many 


” Prov. 10. 
IS. 


Plal. 3. 1. 


Plal. 141. 
3 
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many Inderencies and ImperfefFions ; yea, fuch as oftener 
ſtand in need of a Pardos, than procure Acceptance. Sols- 
morn hath told us, That in the multitude of words there 
wanteth not fin ; and he that is of ſpeech atrereth ſoly. 
"Tis hard, when the Tongue too great a liberty, to 
prevent its Extra ce : and this axrely Member 15 not 
calily coafin'd =_ = _ of _ 

Experience S, in long Speeches, 
many things are ſaid , that had been better not to have 
been ſpoke. And he that conſiders what raw, indigeſted 
Speeches have proceeded out of the Mouths of ſuch as 
have taken this liberty ia their Prayers to God, will ſee 
great reaſon to tye up the Tongue to the Behaviour, 
and to Pardon for the Irreverence of ſuch Addreſſes. 
David reſolv'd to keep his month as it were with a bridle, to 
curb and reſtrain its Extravagance ; and upon delibe- 
ration, ſaid, I will rake heed to my ways, that T offend not in my 
ongue. And this we ſhould all do, not only in our Con- 


F 
veriation with Mex, where raſh and unadviſed words fre- 
quently occaſion much Evilz but chiefly in our Addreſſes 
to God, where, as the D is greater, fo ſhould our 
care and circumſpeftion be fo too, To which end we 
ſhould all pray with the P/almift, Set « watch, O Lord, 
before my mouth, that nothing may pals through it without 
due Examination ; «nd keep the door of my s, that no Evil 
may eater in, or come our of it : And 4 Door-keeper 
ought every one $0 be in the houſe of God. 


And thus having a little prepar'd the Way, by 
—_ \Fihal ow come coſe 0 the Ka 
veſtion , uire whether a welkcompoſed Lit 
of Forms of Prayer be ot ber c preſerve and ſecure ch 
Reverence and $0 ity of ick Worſhip before de- 


{crib'd, than ſadiles and conceived Prayers ? To which 1 
anſwer Yes; and ſhall eadcavour to demoaſtrate it by 


Firſt, 
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Firft, That which beſt helps us to come preperedly to 
the publick Worlkip of God, does moſt conduce to | 
ſerve the Reverence that is tobeusdin it : But publi 
Forms of Prayer do belt affiſt ys-in making fuch a Prepa- 
ration ; and therefore muſt coaduce moſt to ſecure the 
Reverence that is tobe ſhew'd in ir. | 

That Preparation is neceflary before we approach the Di- 
vine Majeſty , I ſuppoſe will be calily granted by all thas 
have any ſenſe of his infinite Power and Greataeſs : for 
without this we ruſh into 'the Preſcace of God , as the Jer. 8.5. 
Horſe raſbeth into the Battel ; not conſidering whither we 
are a going : and therefore we are commanded to prepare 
our hearts to ſeek the Lord. 

Now this Preparation is much better helped by a Pub- 
lick Liturgy , than it can be by Extemporary Effuſions. 
For where the Matter of Publick Prayer is digeſted into 
fit words, there we may peruſe and meditate upon it be- 
fore hand ; and thereby be affifted to come 'd, with 
AﬀeStions ſuitable ro it. When we know what we are 
about to confeſs, we may be able ro excite that Sorrow, that 
Shame and Indignation with our ſelves, that is fit to ac- 
company ſuch a Confeſſion. When we know what we are 
about to «ask, we may come with a due Senſe of 
our want of it, and * with t defires of having it ſup- 
ply'd. When we know for what mercies and bleſſings we 
are about to give thanks, we may ftir up in our hearts that 
joy and inward ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, that is proper 
for ſuch Thank/givings. . ; 

In a word, when we can conſider before-hand for whom, 
and for whas we are going to addreſs to our Maker, weigh- 


ing cach Petition, and meditating the ſundry Attri- 
ghty, with which they 

ons to the matter and 

words of ſuch an Addreſs, and come ready to go «long with 


«l che Parts of a Service. 
D Now 
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Now this is impoſſible to be done in ſeddes afd conctiy'd =» 

_ Prayers; becauſe we cannot know before-band whace will 

be utter'd: And how can we prepare our elves for ſuch 

an Exerciſe,* which we are wholly unacquanted with, and 

know not either che Matter, or Words, or Order in whick 

it will be delivered? Neither is this poſſible to be knows, 

when the Miniſter bimfelf is uncertaia before-hand what 

he ſhall fay. Such a one may- coatels ſome Sins in 
publick, which many in the ation Cannot 

themſelves withal : And fo may accule them before 

God. He may put up Petitions for thi which may be 

inexpedicat for of them to ak, and tor God to grane. 

And how is it poſſible to prepare or bring devout Aﬀe- 

a Cor. 14+ tions to ſuch a Service ? If the trumpet give an uncertain 

found, who can prepare himſelf to the barrel? If he that offi- 

ciates be uncertain before-hand, what he ſhall /ay, and the 

People uncertain what they ſhall Sear, as both muſt be 

when their Prayers are left vo /addew» Effufions ; there can 

be #0 Preparation for ſuch a Worſhip ; and y 

»s doe Reverexce in atteading upon it : Which is þr ſt 


—_— 
That which beft helps us to prey with the Un 
«tr ſtanding, muſt buſt promoce the Reverence and Solem- 
= = 1ornn— ner But a well compoſed Licurg 
helps to prey wert 2 ——— , and therefore be 
promotes the Reverence of divine Worthip. 


That Revrrence ns mightily promoted by the Uadrr- 
ftanding of our Prayers, I think is tos evideat to aced any 


a ion de Aint pe nee 
concerning a due 
whow we are, and ahas we lay, in eddreffing os 
;. 4 bim : Without which we only offer him the Sacrifice of 

Fools ;, which Salomon tells us he rakes no Pleaſure m.. For 


hae wa err , that makes our Praycrs bottia reſo 
mable and acceptable Service. ts © 


or obſeure in his 

ledge, and falling upon fuch words and phraſes, as a great 
part of the Congregation may not underftand : Which yer 
muſt paſs as they come ; there being na way of reviewing 
or amending ſuch Effuſions. 

Theſe and ſuch like Inconvenicnces, which "ris well 
known attend fuch Prayers, are-great Hindrances to true 
Devotion, and marr the Reverence of publick Worſhip. 

Ire word, 'tis moſt certain that boch Miniafter and Peo- 
ple may better prop with the Under ftanding in a known Form, 


2 where - 
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where the Matter and Words are well digeſted, than they 
can poſhbly do, where both are left at great Uncertainties.. . 
Second thoughts, we ſay, in Matters of Moment, arealways 
the bef » And when theſe are. cloathed in plain, familiar, 
and intelligible Terms, they are fac to be preferr'd before 
iudden and haſty Conceptions: And as two Eyes ſee more 
than one, fo *tis reaſonable to conceive that a Synod or 
Convocation of many able, pious, and learned Divines ſhould 
better contrive the Matter and Method'of publick Worſhip, 
upon mature Deliberation, than any ſingle Perion can do 
his own ſudden and indeliberate $. This is (6. 
plain, that one would wonder how 'tis poſſible for Mea to, 
be ſeduced into any Thought or Belief of the contrary. 

Thirdly, That way of Prayer wherein we may join with 
greater Faith and Aſſurance, is the moſt ſolemn, and fit- 
teſt to be us'd in Worſhip : But this we may better 
do in a Form than without it ; and therefore that is-the 
beſt way to ſecure the Reverence and Solemaity of publick 
Worſhip. That Faith and a good Aſſurance of being heard 
are neceſſary Ingredients'of an effetFual Prayer, St. James 
hath plainly cold us; for he wills all that would obtain any 
thing at the Hands. of God, to ak. in Faith, nothing wa- 


Jam. 1, 6, vering ; for he that wavers is like a wave' of the ſea, driven 


with the wind, and toſſed: Let not that man think that he (ball 


Matth, 18, receive any thing of the Lord, A double minded man is un- 


I 5. 


ſtable in all his ways. And our Bleſſed Saviour hath told 
us, That we muſt agree, and join together in what we 
ask, before it will be given us. Sothat a joynt Conſent and 
Agreement in our Prayers, offer'd up in Faith, without wrath 
and doubting, 1s the beſt means of procuring to us the Suc- 
cels of them. | 

Now this may be far better done by a paublick Form, than 
it can be by our own private Conceptions. For by a ſtand- 
ing Litergy, People may be well acquainted with their 
Prayers, and know before hand, what they offer unto God ; 


they may be ſatisfied, that the Matter and Words of their 
Prayers 
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Prayers are ſo fram'd;” as that chiey-willl be both accepted b 
him ; and ſo they: may the more readily joia in them, and 
fay with the P/aimift, Let the words of our mouth as well as 
the meditations of our” hearts, be acceptable tw thy fight; for 
being well aſſur'd, thar what they -ask is ſound, and the 
manner of asking it well-plealing uaro God, they may pray- 
with full sſſur ance of Faith, and heartily join in a regular and 
_ compoled Devation-, ſaying Ames, to every part 
cf it. 

This is more than we can do in conceiv'd or 
Prayers ; for not knowing what the Miniſter will utter, we 
cannot tell whether we may fafely join with him or no, un- 
les we take him to be divinely inſpir'd, and ſo cxtraordi- 
narily affilted from above, that his Tongue cannos falter,. 
nor his Heart vent any thing amiſs. Burt alas ! confidering' 
the many Paſſions and Infirmities, that all Men are ſubject 
ro, this mult be a unſafe thing todepend upon. For 
ſome may be in their Principles, and ſo may vear- 
thei in their Prayers : Others may miſtake- their 
C for Zeal, and ſo mix their Humours and Paſhons- 
with their Devotion; by which means, the Publick offices 
of Religion, muſt receive a tinture from Mens corrupt. 
Inclinations, and partake of the Infirmities of thoſe that 

orm them. 

Yea /ome have arriv'd to that degree of Folly, 'as to tell: 
God Almighty News in their Prayers, and to acquaint him 
with the Aﬀairs and Pa of the Town or Place where 
they live. If any have diſguſted them, hey ſhall hear of 
it, in their Publick Ademblies ; where they ſeek to draw: 
in God Almighty of their fide, and ro make him a Party. 
in their Quarrels. 

Sometimes you ſhall hear Men praying one ag«nft ano- + 
ther ; as in divided Places and CO it often hap- 
pens : where you may percrive their difterent Opinions by + 
their Prayers ; and find their little Pets and Grudges min- 
gled and interwaven with their Petitions. And 


22 


Tai. 1. 
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unto ?. May he noe jublly fop t6 /ack, ar be did ef 
old to. the Fews, bring no more ſuch vain Oblations, they are 


ing of this Argument, we 
rmauſt call to Mind, 'whan 1 before prermer'd, that the Duty 
of, Prayer conſilts not io Words, and much leſs in the No- 
welty and Y ariety of them : for God Almighty is not to be 
charm'd by the Arts. of Speech, or \t upon b 

i ity of words. No, he underttands the moſt fin 
leat brea of the Soul after him 3 and hears the Lane 
guage of Sighs and Groans that cannot be unter'd ; 
and theſe things are of greater force and efficacy with him, 
than the moſt pompous Rhetorick or flouriſh of Words. 
All the ule of words, in the Service of God, is with reſpect 
to our ſelves ; that we may join and agree together in our 
Petitions, and with one mosrh offer up the fame Prayers 
and Praitcs #6 God; which renders them the more pleaſing 
and the more prevalent with him. 

But whether this be beſt done by the well-adviſtd words 
of a form, or the ſudden Efftuſions of conceiv'd Frayer, 1s 
the thing in Queſtion : For the clearing whereof, we mutt 
note farther, 

That the inventing of Words in Prayer, which is the 
work of the Head, is oze thing; and the exciting Afftuit ions 


ſuitable 
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fuicable ro rhem, which is the wave of the kart, is arothes ; 
Now, becuaſe the Soft of Man is of © limifed a Nerwtten 
all its Operations, rhurt it cannot attend ro rwo &t More 
things at oace, at left ſb eldlely any inrenſely us it cx to 
vae, therefore the iv of 'words in Prayer, Which is 
the exerciſe of the Brain, mult attts be 4 hindrance to the 
Soul in exciting the AftF#ionr, which is the great buſitiels 
of the Hear. 

Now herein plaialy appears the URfultebs and Conve- 
niency of Publick f@#»#3, 10 WhiKh the w##4: being prepared 
to our hands, the Mind hath yething to 46 biit th extite 
and #ploy Fiohs ſuited t theith z as natively, td Nir up 
Sorrow ith Confeſing, Drive in Petitioning, Joy ih Thebts- 
giving, and the like ; which catih6t be fo well dohe, whth 
when other t arg ts be tinded at the farive vir. 
And therefore a ſom of Prayer, Which $ives the Soul fall 
ſcope aid leiſure t6 artend to theſe thimgs, Wirhout calfi 
it off to the ſtudy of witts, muſt beſt proinote the iti 
a and devotion of the Mind, in which the life of 

yer doth mainly conlift, 

And this is true with relarion both ro the Mizifer, and 


Tre 

Minter, in 2 conctin'd Ptayer, is wholty 4 
in finding out Meter, and putring it into Fords ; 

is work enough tb take oþ his Thoaghrs : and his Fad 
being thus bufied «bout theſe rhings, it muſt neceffarily 
hinder the grearey work and bufinefs of the Feart - fince 
the Soul exnoor fo Cloſtly arrend to bh, mr the fame 
time. 

And as for the People, they riot knowing what the Mis 
niſter will ureter, mult attend ſtkewiſe, as rhe words come, 
to the ſence of theth 3 and bethink with rhemſelves whe- 
ther they may faftly j6in tt thenr: And ſo the People too- 
ate put upon Studying, infitcad of Proyiry ; t#nd twehty tirttes, 


nee won 


thid; iv &Fone tb 
another : 


93 


_— 


wy —_ 
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another ; by which means they muſt be often at a loſs, and 
theic Devotion miſerably diitracted and confounded, 

Whereas in-a, well-compoſed form , all: this trouble is 
ſaved ; for the Matter and Words being well kaown-and 
conſider'd before, there will be ng aced of employing the 
Mind, cither in inventing, or in judging of the ww or 
ſoundneſs of our Prayers; but well ſatisfied of this 
before-hand, the Soul hath nothing to do, but to apply it 
ſelf ro the Duty without diſtrafFion : by which means, the 
Afﬀettions may Tory pace with the Wards; and the Heart 
goall aloag with the Prayers. 

Fifthly, That Way of Worſhip, ia which the whole 
Matter of Prayer may be beft compriz'd in full and com- 
prehenſive ſence, and likewile beſt digeſted into due Order 
and Method, is certainly the moſt reverent and folema Way 
of Publick Worſhip : But both theſ® may be far better done 
in a Publick Litergy, than by / rmay fions ; and there- 
fore that muſt be the moſt ſolemn and reverent Way of 
Publick Worſhip. 

That the whole matter of Prayer is to be compriz'd and 
taken care of in Publick Worſhip, is evident, becauſe if it 
be defetiive in any part, the People may go without ſome 
Bleſſings for want of asking :. If it be redundant, they may 
&5k and not receive, becauſe they ask amiſs : So that nothing 
necefſary ought to be omitred, and nothing needleſs and /«- 
per fluous ought to be asked in our Publick Worſhip. 

Now, that theſe things may be better taken care of in a 
ſtanding Liturgy, than by ſuddenly conceiv'd and cxtempore 
Prayers, is no leſs rk _ _ w_ all that we 
are allow'd or requir'd to- pray for, that is, all things that 
are agreeable to the Will of 'God, and neceſla x 4 the 
Wants of the People, may be duely conſidered and digeſted 
= proper and parti -_ Pa as they aq ws our excel- 
ent Lirurgy : W e daily matter of 'our Prayers being 
fill the ſame, is ſumm'd up in general Confeſſions, Pexitions, 
and Thanksgivings ; in whuch, as all People are _—_— 
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ery oabagh modes nigh and as for other oces- 
ſional Wants, they are provided for in particular Forms and Col- 
lefts, as the Exigence of Times and Neceſſities 

Whereas in extempore Prayer theſe things cannot be {o wiſely 
taken care of : for i the, ſomethings th haſt and i - 

- tancy may be omitted, that ought to be pray'd for ; other things, 
through weakneſs and inadvertence may be added, which are not 
fit to be asked : by which the Sacrifice becomes either lame and © 
imperfeR, or elle monſtrous and impertinent ; both which muſt 
render it unfit to be offered to our Maker, 

Then as for Order and Method, that too is to be taken care of 
in the Publick Devotions. For God Almighty, who bath tiPd 
himſelf a God of Order, hath required that all things in his Ser- , c,. 
vice be done decently and in order. Now this, 1n pious and 
well-conſlider'd forms, may be in ſome competent meaſure pro- 
vided for : as may be ſeen likewiſe in our Excellent Litergy ; 
where all the parts and offices of Religion are 'diſpos'd in a 
comely and orderly Method ; as by two Eminent and Learned Drc 
Divines of our Church hath been made fully to appear. —_— 

Whereas in extempore, conceiv'd Prayers, Confuſion and Dif- 
order cannot well be avoided ; there not being ſufficient time to 
weigh the Connexion and Dependance of one thing upon another; 
and fo they muſt be dealt out to the _ got as they are in 
order to each other, but as come firſt to hand. 

In a word, it muſt be utte 1 impoſſible that the Mazter and 
Method of publick Prayers ſhould be ſo well digeſted by /«dden 
and «npremeditated ſpeech, as they may be upon ſerious and 
mature deliberation. 

Sixthly, That Way of Worſhip which gralribes the Uſe of 
the moſt decent geſtures and behaviour of the Body in the Service 
of God, does belt preſerve the Reverence and Solemaity of pub- 
lick Worſhip : Burt this is beſt done by an eſtabliſh'd Litergy ; 
and _ that rauſt beſt preſerve the Revereace of publick 
Worlhi 

That God Almighty expects the Service of the Body, as well 
as that of the Sowl, and that the inward reverence of the 


Mind, muſt be accompanied with the humble and decent 
E demeanour 
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demeanour of the oxtwerd Man, hath been obſerved and proved 
already. 

N x4 that herein likewiſe a publick Litargy hath vaſtly the Ad- 
vantage of conteiv'd and extempore Effuſions, will be obvious to 
any conſidering perſon ;. For the one diret#s to and preſcribes all the 
decent Poſtures of Devotion ; The other leaves men /oofe, to all 
manner of rudeneſs and irreverence in Religious Exerciſes. 

Indeed, Publick Worſhip being that open and folemn Acknow- 
ledgment we jointly make to our great Creator, ought in reaſon 
to be perform'd with all outward as well as inward ligns and to- 
kens of Honour. For what Humility of Body, what Decency of 
Words and Behaviour, can be great enough to be ſhew'd to the Ma 
jeſty of Heaven ? Fipecially when we come to make our ſolemn 
appearance together before him ? 

For this reaſon we find in our excellent Litargy, ſuch pious 
Rules and Orders of external decency, that in the uſe of them 
we may be enabled to ſerve God atteptably,with reverence and godly 
fear. For in our Confeſſion of Sin, we are direfted to be upon our 
Kees, in token of the low abaſement of our ſelves in the ſence 
of them : in our Confeſſion of Faith, we ftand; in token of our 
owning and ſteady adhering to it. At the Name of Jeſws, which 
is above every Name, and at which all things in Heaven and Earth 
'are: commanded to bow, we reverently bow our Bodies; in the 
Hymns and Praifing of God, we lift #p our Selves and our Hearts 
unto God ; which is the proper poſture of Joy. In our Prayers 
we caſt our ſelves down, again, on our Kyees; which is the hum- 
ble poſture of Supplicents, calling for Mercy, and begging Grace 
to help in time of need : And thus in af the parts =— of 
Religion we are direted to thoſe becoming geſtures, which are 
moſt Conſonant to Antiquity, and moſt expreive of the Reverence 
that is to be ſhew'd in Divine Worſhip. | 

Whereas in thoſe Aſſemblies, where extempore Prayers guide 
the Devotion of the People, little or no regard is had to bodily 
Reverence : for Sitting at Prayers, when they are Speaking to 
God, Covering their head at Sermons, when God is Speaking to 
them ; with other ſuch Indecencies, which would not be allowed 
 Adieſes to cur Guparioure, ro commenty then among them, 

ver 
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Ever ſince the Cry againſt innocent Ceremonies was begun 86d | 
carried on by canning and Mefyning Men, _ have loſt all-the 
Reverence and Decency of Divine Worſhip, have broughtia 
great Diſorder, and Confuſion ia the room of it. of 12:44 

Bur it theſe Men would more ſeriouſly conſider, that God is 
- tO be glorified by our Bodies, as well as Sowls ; and that *tis not 
the bare attendance, but the humble and good behaviour of our 
Bodies that is expeQted from us, they might ſoon learn better max- 
ners in the preſence of their Maker ; which nothing can better 
reach them, than a publick and well-compoſed Litzrey. 

Laftly, That which beſt prevents Taxtologies , vain Repeti- 
tions, and all other Indecencies in the Service of God, doth beſt 
preſerve the Reverence of publick Worſhip : But this is better 
done by a publick Form, than ſudden Effuſions, and therefore that 
mult beſt preſerve the Reverence of publick Worſhip. 

That theſe things are very offenſive unto God in our approa- 
ches to him, plainly appears by the ſharp Rebukes our Saviour 
gave the Phariſees, for their mach ſpeaking, and vain repetitions 
in Prayer. 

And that theſe and the like impertinences are incident to ſud- 
den and unpremeditated Speech, hath been before obſerv'd ; and 
the Experience of ſuch as uſe it, can abundantly teftifie. For 
how frequent and fulſom are their Invocations of Lord, Lord, 
when they are at a loſs what to ſay ? and how uſual is it to ſup- 
ply the defeQts and failures of their Invention, with taking God's 
Name in vain ? And indeed, few can be ignorant with what nau- 
ſeous and vain Repetitions, fuch Prayers do g—_ abound : 
Inſomuch, that after a long extempore Prayer, there is many times 
great need of a ſbort form to beg Pardon for the rudeneſs and ir- 
reverence of {uch an Addreſs, 

Now, what better Expedient can there be to prevent theſe 
Evils, than an eftabliſh'd Liturgy ; where the Tongue is bound 
#p from ſuch looſe Excurſions, and kept to a more lerious and 
_ — Devotion ? _ —_ = _ been told 

one, W ving an extempore Prayer taken after him in Shorr- 
Hand, was after preſented with a View of what he had offer'd 


up to God, and how he had entertain'd the People ; the ſight 
E 2 whcereot 
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whereof fill'd him with that 6/uſbing and confuſion at the Imper. 
tinences and Tautologies of that exerciſe, that be reſolved never 
more to make ſo bold with God Almighty, and ever after betook 
him to a compoſed Devotion. — 

But before 1 diſmiſs this Argument, I ſhall take notice of two 
or three great Inconveniences, which are known to attend concerved 
Prayers ; which can only be cured by preſcribed Forms. As, 

1. If he that officiates be a Perſon of Mean parts, that is of a 
flow Invention, a bad Memory, and an anready Tongae, the Reli- 
giows Exerciſe muſt neceflarily partake of bu weakneſſes, and fo 
muſt be very /amely and # ly perform'd ; which cannot 
but diſturb the Devotion both of the Miniſter and People. For 
if he happen to heſitate, or expreſs bimlelf in flat, or phanteftick 
Terms, the Hearers, inſtead of minding the water, will be ob- 
ſerving the Oddneſs and Emprineſs of his Expreſſions : And this 
will cauſe ſome to pity bis Weakneſs, orhers to condemn his Im- 
pertinence ; both which muft marr the Gravity and Solemnity 
of the Exerciſe. Yea ſometimes ( as one obſerv'd) the 
wretched dul/neſs of the Performance occaſions laughter in the 
Hearers: And if it be help'd out with mimical Tones and Ge- 
ſtures, becomes rather a Scexe of Mirth than Devotion. 

This is a piece of Irreverence too well known in ſome parts of 
the Kingdom : Which plainly ſhews, how «a/xf+ it is to leave 
the publick Offices of Religion to the Weakneſſes and Imper fettions 
of /«ch Men. But then, 

2, If the Miniſter be one of berter Parts and Abilities ; that 
is, if his Invention be more quick, his Memory ſtrong, and his 
Tongue more wolable, the People then will be apt to be ta- 
ken up with the Admiration of his Parts; and inftead of at- 
tending to the main Duty of Prayer, will be liftening to the 
Promptneſs and Readineſs of his Speech ; obſerving the Method 
and Phraſes, and pleafing themſelves with the Fineneſs and Flu- 
ency of his Expreſſions, Which things may indeed gratific the 
Curioſity of itching Ears ; but never (ink mto the Heart : They 
go no farther than the Fancy, and ferve only to warm and de- 
ceive the Imagination ; whillt the Soul is no way concern'd in 
all chis, and the AﬀeQtions are call'd off fromall true A 

ow 
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Now nothing but publick preſcribed Forms, in which nei 
the —_— Slowneſs of the Miniſter's Parts are to be 
can ;ently cure this Evil. For there the People being uſed to! 
the /ame. Words, ſuited and prepared to the Matter of their Pray- 
ers, have nothing to divert their Attention or AﬀeCtions from .. 
them. Then, | | 

hy, Let the Miniſter be a Perſon of never ſo great Parts, 
and Ran. OILERS IEC INNE liable co many Is- 
frmities both of Body and Mind ; which may prove great Hig- 
drances to the Exerciſe of his Abilities. 

He may be ſ(ciz'd with ſome Ind:/poſitions of Body, which may 
diſorder his and marr the Fruittulnefs of his Inven- 
tion; and then much crude and indi Matter, many odd 
and unadviled 10as may drop from him. He may be ſur- 
priz'd with Wandrings of Mind, and Failures of Memory, that 
may put him to a great Lols both for Matter and Words: which 

et muſt be ſupply'd, as they often are, with vain and fullom 


tions. 

Sh be difturbd'd with Paſſion, or eacumber'd with world- 
ly Cares and Troubles: Beſides many other ſuch Accidents ; 
which may diſtract his Mind, and occaſion great Confuſion and 
" — hiak ic fic, that the publick 

<=» Now can ing Perſon thiak i fic, t 
Devotions of pot or Church, ſhould be left to the U iaty of 
ſuch Arcidents ? Does it not become the Wiſdom and Piety of our 
Governoars to provide againlt theſe Indecencies ? And what other 
Remedy can there be, belide a ſtated Litnrgy, or Forms of Prayer, 
to ſecure the Worſhip of God from theſe and many other Incon- 
VEnicaces ? o—_ the-whole then, let any Rational Man judge, 
whether an eſtabliſh'd, well-compoled Lizargy, whereia both 
the inward Reeverence of the Mind, and the owrward Reverence of 
the Body may be belt raken Care of, be not a more ſolemn and 
decent way of publick Worſhip, than ſ«ddes and conceiv'd Prayer, 
wherein all things are left to the Infrmitics and Indiſcretions 

%,, both of Minifter and People ? 

This is whatT affirm'd in his place : And muſt now leave it to. 
you, impartially to confider, whether it be not fully prov'd. 
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i» And now having me wes Stumbling-block that lay 
your way to'the Ci I muſt exhort you, ponds. 
Homoar of God,*and your own Salvation, diligently and conftam- 
ly to repair t&it- 


| — — ' Tfthe Serviceperform'd there, were-only Lawfwl, 


| 


Daty 

to Seperionrs iQ all lawful things would oblige you to attend-ix * 
But Hs rt ar Sym hyde Bardot ; 

and devour way of worſhipping God, I hope you will make it 

your choice and your de/ight roo, to reſort to it ; and fay with Ds- 

acheraxthentt 


($4.10, Vid, ohe Bop in God's houſe is better than « thouſand 
ou 


If have wander'd from the Fold, and walk'd in by 

and Paths, *tis time for you to -retwrs to the 

and anon to confeſs, in the Words of the C | 

that you erred and ſtrayed from God's ways, like loſs Sheep : 

vent woe wor aroer ny UI Charch, for 
wvate Conceptions of Mens brain, you have Reaſon to go on, and 

£55, Whit you have: folowed 700 wuch the Devices and Deſives of 


your own Heart. 


- Do not then withdraw from theſe Excellent Prayers and Con- 
© gary ſo well ſ»;ted to all the Wants and Neceſſities 

ary But ſer a due price upon this incitimable Tresſwry 
of Picty and Devotion, in the Uſe of which, you be fur» 
niſh'd with all divine Bleſings, neceſſary for the Life that now tr, me 
«2d that hdieh is to come. r « 

Ina , Let me prevail with you to frequent the publick 4 
Jemblies, where God ir greatly feared by a Religious wry.” 
Awfulneſs of Mizd, and hed im Reverence by the humble and de» 
cent Geſtures of che Body, in drawing nigh © him. Andthus, 
by joiming together tt one Fellowſhip and Communion here on Earth, 
we ſhall e're long 'be received into the ever-blefſed Society and 
Communion of Sams in Heaven. 


FIVIS. 


